
Republican Party Democratic Party

President of the United States President of the United States

Donald Trump Hillary Clinton

“We will reduce the power of government 
bureaucrats, and increase the freedom of our 
nation's farmers to be as productive as possible.”
(Farm Bureau News)

“She will always engage a wide range of 
stakeholders, including farmers and ranchers, 
to hear their concerns and ideas for how we can 
ensure our agriculture sector remains vibrant.”
(Farm Bureau News)
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Will renegotiate NAFTA (Trump Campaign)
Will withdraw from the TPP (Trump)
Will use WTO arbitration against China (Trump)

Build a wall along the Mexican border (Trump)
Suspend new visas (Trump)
Overturn amnesty measures (Trump)

Supports crop insurance (Politico)
Does not plan to cut SNAP (food stamps) funding or separate it 
from the farm bill (Modern Farmer)

Posted and removed a statement rebuking RFS (Reuters, Trump)
Has since expressed support for RFS (Farm Bureau)

Supports biotechnology (Iowa Farm Bureau)
Opposes GMO labeling (Iowa Farm Bureau)

Advocated for dismantling the EPA (The Guardian)
Opposes WOTUS and ESA (Farm Bureau)

Published and later removed a policy calling to eliminate the 
“FDA food police” (AP)

Trump named 64 agricultural advisers on Aug. 16. While some have 
since withdrawn support, most continue to advise him (Trump)
• Sam Clovis has served as an ag spokesman for Trump’s campaign
• Iowa agribusiness owner Bruce Rastetter is in consideration for   
 agriculture secretary (Iowa Informer)
• Nebraska agribusiness owner Charles Herbster has also been   
 profiled as a top ag adviser (Mother Jones, Politico)

Opposes TPP in its current form (Clinton Campaign) 
Some speculate she may approve TPP (Politico)
Will use WTO arbitration against China (Farm Futures)

Simplify visa and naturalization processes (Clinton)
Supports $12 national minimum wage (Clinton) 
Supports California’s overtime pay law (Clinton, PDF)

Supports crop insurance (Farm Bureau, Clinton)
Will expand local food hubs, farmers markets, SNAP (food stamps) 
and rural infrastructure (Clinton)

Supports RFS (a.k.a. ethanol mandate) (Clinton)

Supports biotechnology (Genetic Literacy Project)
Supports GMO labeling (Inst. For Responsible Tech)

Supports WOTUS (Farm Futures)
Supports EQIP to limit ESA’s harm (Clinton)

Voted to end nontherapeutic use of antibiotics in animal ag 
(Clinton, HSLF)

Pundits have speculated on several figures:
• Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has served as an adviser and is 
 seen as a potential cabinet member (WeAreIowa)
• Potential options for agriculture secretary include CA Ag Secretary 
 Karen Ross, fmr. Deputy Ag Secretary Kathleen Merrigan, fmr. Sen.  
 Blanche Lincoln (D-Ark.), Gov. John Hickenlooper (D-Colo.) and 
 fmr. Gov. Steve Beshear (D-Ky.) (Politico)

NAFTA: North American Free Trade Agreement
TPP: Trans-Pacific Partnership
WTO: World Trade Organization
SNAP: Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (a.k.a. food stamps)

While there have been many personal attacks in this election cycle, the 
candidates found time to clarify their food and agriculture policies to appeal 
to rural voters. Below are some of the key concerns that both candidates 
have addressed over the course of their campaigns. Updated October 24.
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WOTUS: Waters of the United States rule (an update to Clean Water Act)
ESA: Endangered Species Act
EQIP: Environmental Quality Incentives Program (subsidizes conservation practices)
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http://fbnews.fb.org/Templates/Article.aspx?id=40466
http://fbnews.fb.org/Templates/Article.aspx?id=40466
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/positions/economic-vision
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/positions/economic-vision
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/positions/economic-vision
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/positions/immigration-reform
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/positions/immigration-reform
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/positions/immigration-reform
http://www.politico.com/tipsheets/morning-agriculture/2016/09/on-ag-policy-trump-vexes-conservative-flank-216337
http://modernfarmer.com/2016/09/2016-election-candidates-food-farming/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-trump-oil-idUSKCN11M075
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/press-releases/fact-sheet-donald-j.-trumps-pro-growth-economic-policy-will-create-25-milli
http://fbnews.fb.org/Templates/Article.aspx?id=40466
https://www.iowafarmbureau.com/News/2016-Farmers-Caucus/Read-the-Candidates-Positions
https://www.iowafarmbureau.com/News/2016-Farmers-Caucus/Read-the-Candidates-Positions
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/feb/26/republican-candidates-donald-trump-eliminate-epa-law-experts
http://fbnews.fb.org/Templates/Article.aspx?id=40466
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/bdb3e2a1555340399ddbdfcb8ee84185/trump-campaign-pushes-food-safety-rollbacks-then-deletes
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/press-releases/trump-campaign-announces-agricultural-advisory-committee
http://iowainformer.com/politics/2016/08/branstad-gets-closer-to-trump-as-rastetter-considered-as-potential-ag-secretary/
http://www.motherjones.com/environment/2016/08/trumps-ag-czar-running-MLM
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/07/trumps-top-ag-adviser-a-kingmaker-from-the-plains-226209
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/statements/2015/10/07/trans-pacific-partnership/
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/07/terry-mcauliffe-hillary-clinton-tpp-trade-226253
http://farmfutures.com/story-clinton-trump-where-stand-ag-0-146907
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/immigration-reform/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/labor/
http://unitedfarm.3cdn.net/33f1c615cf8626d001_bzm6ivsnd.pdf
http://fbnews.fb.org/Templates/Article.aspx?id=40466
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factsheets/2015/08/26/vibrant-rural-america/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factsheets/2015/08/26/vibrant-rural-america/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factchecks/2016/01/17/clinton-would-tackle-climate-change/
https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/2016/07/29/video-hilary-clinton-endorses-gmos-solution-focused-crop-biotechnology/
http://responsibletechnology.org/what-is-hillary-clintons-stance-on-gmos/
http://farmfutures.com/story-clinton-trump-where-stand-ag-0-146907
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factsheets/2015/08/26/vibrant-rural-america/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/protecting-animals-and-wildlife/
http://www.hslf.org/assets/pdfs/hillary-clinton.pdf
http://www.weareiowa.com/news/local-news/could-tom-vilsack-be-in-clintons-cabinet
https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/north-american-free-trade-agreement-nafta
https://ustr.gov/tpp/
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/agric_e.htm
http://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap
https://www.epa.gov/renewable-fuel-standard-program
https://www.epa.gov/cleanwaterrule/what-clean-water-rule-does
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/regulations-and-policies.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/10/donald-trump-like-to-deny-things-230165

